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Greetings NABS membership!

               One of the real highlights of the 2009 NABS Summit was not experienced underwater or sitting oceanside catching up with diving friends.  It happened quite unexpectedly at the General meeting.  During that meeting, full of committee reports, Savannah Williams spoke.  Who, you might ask, is Savannah Williams?  Clearly, Savannah is NABS future!  Since the age of 11 Savannah has been nurtured, exposed, guided, and encouraged by NABS members through the local club in her area.  She stood before us as a magna cum laude graduate in Marine Biology from Alabama State University, with a wealth of experiences in her field of study.  She spoke to us about how NABS provided her unwavering support for “a dream” to be something more than her circumstances offered her. Thanking Dr. Jones, Bill Murrain, Kenneth Stewart, Paula Jones, Pat Plant and a host of others, a sense of pride could be felt in the room as we all sat there as “proud parents”!  

It put a real face on what Bruce Bradford and Ken Stewart talk repeatedly about… at every summit….engaging our youth to become the NABS leaders of tomorrow!

Recognized at the summit for her involvement in the planning and ultimate success of the 2009 NABS/Youth Educational Summit, Savannah is now reaching back to provide that spark for other youth.  She is excited by the opportunities offered through NABS partnerships with NOAA and the National Park Service for minority youth to engage in the exploration of marine life.  She knows, first hand, where this can take them!  

But she also recognizes the need to support “NABS future…it’s Youth” financially!  Marine Biologist, Underwater Archeologists, Conservationists, Environmentalists, or just plan “lovers of the sea” and all it has to offer are born of experiences that expand the mind and stimulate the senses.  We (NABS members) must take our youth there!

So, Savannah and the NABS Foundation are asking the membership to donate to NABS future! If every NABS member contributed $50 or more here are some of the activities our you
· 15 NABS/YES Biscayne, Florida 2010
· 1 NABS Youth to Annual Summit 2010

· Savannah is a wonderful addition to the NABS family…We should want more! Give the Gift that keeps on Giving”…Support our Youth…Secure NABS Future…Donate Today! All donations are tax deductible and can be mailed to

NABS Foundation
C/O Charles H. Whitsy, Treasurer
3335 Oakleaf Dr.
Olive Branch, MS 38654
