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	National Association of Black Scuba Divers, Inc. 
Award Nomination Procedures

Recognize and Honor Outstanding Individuals and Groups!




The NABS Recognition and Awards program is your opportunity as a member of NABS to nominate a fellow NABS member, group or individual who has made a significant contribution, displayed superior leadership and accomplished unmatched achievements in the sport diving community, to Black Divers or to NABS.  If you know of an individual and/or group who meets the criteria described below and should receive the highest honor that NABS can bestow, please take the time to honor them with your nomination in one of the NABS Recognition and Awards categories: DIVER OF THE YEAR, DIVE CLUB OF THE YEAR, SERVICE TO DIVING, and HALL OF FAME.  (Please see the attached categories for specific nomination criteria.)

Diver of the Year

Individuals nominated for the DIVER OF THE YEAR award must meet the following criteria’s: 
The award is presented to one NABS member. The NABS member who stands out among all others in their leadership, dive discipline, safe diving practices, and continual education that consistently displays a high level of ethical and moral turpitude. The nominee must meet the following criteria’s:
· Be a NABS member in good standing during the calendar year of the nomination (dues and other fees paid just prior to being nominated disqualifies the candidate. The nominee need not be a member in a NABS affiliated club to be nominated (to be verified by the NABS Membership Committee Chair). 
· Currently an active diver with actual dives logged during the current year of the nominee’s nomination (provide proof i.e., dive log entries etc.)
· Be a knowledgeable responsible diver who engages in and support dive activities and events at the club level and/or at the national level (identify the events and/or their support role).
· Has not been in a dive related accident or incident involving poor judgment or unsafe diving practices for the calendar year 2009 – 2010. 
· Be covered under a current diver insurance policy with DAN or other nationally recognized diver insurance carrier/underwriter (provide proof i.e. insurance carrier and policy number).
· Have served in at least one of the following positions at the national level or club level; club safety officer, club elected officer, NABS elected officer, NABS standing/appointed committee, member of aqua corps, club officer position, club appointed committee member, club or NABS youth coordinator/leader, NABS trainer or club training officer/coordinator, dive coordinator or dive related program coordinator of dive activities and/or, club youth mentor(indicate specific position and year/years held).
· Have a documented dive training background that demonstrates their skills and abilities (list training, dates and organizations providing the training).
·  Dive Club of the Year

NABS clubs nominated for the NABS DIVE CLUB OF THE YEAR award must meet the following criteria’s:

· SHALL be a NABS Charter or Affiliate club in good standing with all associated fees paid prior to being nominated (to be verified by the NABS Membership Committee Chair).

· Be in compliance with all protocols for Charter or Affiliate club status, prior to being nominated (must forward a club roster copy of By-Laws for compliance review).

· Have in-place clearly defined safe diving practices as part of the club by-laws (provide a copy of the by-laws for review by the A & R committee).
· Have sponsored, coordinated or participated in a local, statewide or national environmental awareness program, cleanup project/program or maintenance program involving aquariums, zoological parks, marine habitats, beaches, rivers, streams, actuary, tributary, bay, sound, and/or lake. Or, a club member or members in good standing shall have participated in such events (indicate the events, dates and location).

· Have sponsored, coordinated or participated in community related events or programs that help benefit the community, the dive club and NABS (provide information on the outreach programs, youth based programs, aquatic programs, volunteer work at local aquariums, marine habitats, zoological parks, habitat for humanity, Christmas in April programs, mentoring programs, scholarship programs etc. of which participated)

· MAY include on-going youth programs associated with or a part of the club structure, sponsor of participants in the NABS Youth Summits, or provide youth training in scuba or marine science related activity.

· May  include the club’s production of a regularly distributed newsletter or assistance in the production and distribution of the NABS Newsletter, use of the world wide web for the good of the club and community, e-commerce sites developed by the club or other internet capabilities utilized to enhance the club’s standing in the community and NABS. 

· MAY include the hosting or sponsoring of major NABS events, i.e. Presidents meeting, non-sponsored NABS events e.g. mini-summits provide information on the events and dates).  

Service to Diving

Individuals and organizations, that have contributed greatly to the sport of SCUBA diving and made a significant impact on “Black Divers” through education, marine science, or organizational development, can and should be nominated for the SERVICE to DIVING Award. Nominees need not be a NABS member or club.
The nominee must meet the following criteria’s: 

· The nominee’s contribution to the NABS organization, local NABS club or their community had a positive impact. 
· The contribution shall have been in the form of but not limited to; service within NABS, volunteer work performed, training offered and conducted, seminar provider/lecturer; acted in the capacity of mentor for youth, club members or community based aquatic programs involving youth; or acted in the capacity of chaperon, sponsor or, organizer of NABS events; provided work or organizational skills and/or equipment or in-kind donations, technical support, technical expertise, and/or logistical support etc. to NABS or the local NABS club and/or youth aquatic programs
The National Association of Black Scuba Divers sponsored “NABS HALL OF FAME” was established to recognize and honor outstanding NABS members whose accomplishments and contributions to NABS and the diving community are noteworthy of emulation. Induction into the NABS Hall of Fame symbolize the courage and commitment of the inductee who have served as a source of inspiration and encouragement in the sport and profession of SCUBA diving.  
The nominee’s achievements to be considered for induction shall include but not be limited to: 

· The nominee’s personal involvement and/or sacrifices in programs and projects that have or continue to benefit and contribute to the mission and growth of NABS. (The nominator must clearly outline the personal involvement and the programs and/or projects in their nomination form).
· The nominee shall have ten (10) years of continuous good standing membership in NABS up to the date of nomination (Lifetime members and posthumous inductee nominees must also have or had ten years of continuous service regardless of the date in which they became Lifetime member). 
· The nomination information shall include the number of years the nominee has been a certified diver and the highest level of certification obtained (provide copy of highest certification level).
· The nominee shall have been an active diver and/or presently continues to dive. The information shall list the dive experience of the nominee (sport, commercial, science, military, public service, training courses and/or classes taught related to diving etc.)
· The nominee shall have served in one of the following capacities in the service to NABS in a leadership position at the national level, served on a Board of Directors, a NABS standing committee or NABS sanctioned committee, served at least one term as a Regional Representative/Coordinator, served on the NABS Aqua Corps at the annual summit at least three times/terms (the three terms need not be consecutive).

· The nominee’s information may include other documented awards and recognition.
· The nominee’s information may include the nominee’s scuba diving related awards, from local dive clubs, NABS, and the dive industry to include dive shops, DAN, PADI, NAUI, SSI, IANTD and others).
· A nominee is eligible to be posthumously inducted into the NABS Hall of Fame provided; the nominee meet the required criteria’s as established above for living nominees. 
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